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827 Linden Place
Idaho Falls, ID 83401
8 Feb 2006

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

With Dad’s 100" anniversary coming Feb. 14", we all remember him with devotion. As
Mom used to remind us of Dad’s birthday with a token gift, I want to do so also. Because our
parents loved one another, I have copied some of their personal tributes to one another, their love
messages; also I have been recording the correspondence between Grandma and Grandpa
Holbrook, kept since 1897, from his mission call until their marriage 15 May, 1901. David
McCullough wrote the John Adams biography using letters between John Adams and his wife
Abigail. The Fay and Sina letters also relate their love story. Some of you may also have a
collection of your personal love letters, as I do, and treasure them as I do. Because these old
letters were kept for so long, I must respect them and take my time to slowly transcribe them. So
far I have made a chart 15 pages long, listing the date, place and writer of each letter and how it
begins. About 20 letters remain to be indexed in this chart.

Nothing is more important to a family than knowing their parents love one another. I will
send you a photo of the flowers on Dad’s and Mom’s graves this week, and a copy of just a few
of their tributes, letters expressing love one to another. Maybe by May 15, I can make available
the chart listing the letters exchanged between our beloved Holbrook grandparents.

Because of another commitment for Monday 13 Feb., and because Monday is the best day
for John and Jean to schedule activities, I invited the Idaho Falls family to my home on the
evening of Presidents Day, Monday, 20 Feb., just about mid-way between Dad’s and Mom’s
birthdays. We will have a program in which each guest is invited to tell something he treasures
about Dad and about Mom. At Anny’s suggestion I have made “Grandma’s Famous Slush.” At
Lew’s request we will also have a pot luck supper at 6 p.m. before the 7 p.m. program. For
Christmas, Lewis gave me the book 7776, by McCullough, and he is reading a new biography of
Abraham Lincoln. Feb. 12 will be Lincoln’s birthday, and Grandma Holbrook was born 16 Dec.
1876, just 100 years after our Declaration of Independence. For many years Dick hosted a happy
birthday luncheon for Dad, and Jeanne a delightful one for Mom; we expect to combine the two.
Of course each of you is freely encouraged to celebrate as you choose.

Because this Tues., 14 Feb. is the 100" anniversary of Dad’s special day, I will hold open
house so that anyone may stop by to look at family books from Mom and Dad, remember them in
words and pictures, or watch videos of them and have some slush. (Just let me know when.) In
addition, with Viki’s help and also help from Joe and Jeanne, I have assembled our Fritzen home
movies, with a few from Dad, to be put on a DVD. The earliest is in the 1930s when our young
family went to Yellowstone Park to see the bears. GHGO will fund this project. We will get
together for Family Reunion in I. F. the first of July, family arriving 30 June.

Please use the 13 Feb. family home evening to honor Dad and Mom. You too have books
they gave us for such a use. As I put flowers on their grave I sensed their love in this sacred spot
and said a prayer.

Love, P
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June 9th, 195
(typed from Dad's hendwriting}

My dearest Jane,
I have just finishsd reading the two big boys end Mary a few verses from
Guest. One that pleased them very much ended:

"Your life from babyhood to now

Has known the sweetness of her care,

Her tender hand has soothed your brow,

Her love gone with you everywhere,

Through every dey and every night

You've had an angel to adore you.

So bear in mind, I once was right -

'Twas I who chose your mother for you,"
I never cease:to marvel that I hsd the nerve to ask and that you had the
faith to accept - for it did take a lot of nerve to ask you to marry me and
it took a lot of faith for you to accept and come with me.
This anniversary will mark 15 years since our wedding dey -June 11, 1930,
The experiences and joys and children that have coms into our home have packed
the years plum full of hapﬁiness and opportunities end responsibility.
You have been a realmother to the children and, in fact, you have been a mother
to me too. That has added to your job but you have not complained. How much
is 15 years? not in days or ﬁonths but in the things we have besn permitted to
load into that period. The measure is hard to take, it is so different from
Just inches or feet or pounds - but some of the contents canbs named if not

actually measured or evaluated.

The foundation role of sweethearts becoming husband and wife and father and

mother sets the stage for the things that are to go into our 15 years, -

home, children, health, compenionship, friends, liwvelihood, responsibility
and love. These have the same messurements as given on the ideal day for

the alrtrip - "ceiling unlimited" - That is my thought of our 1ives and our
work. There are no real hindering times
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Idsho Falls, Ideho

June 11, 1955

25 Years sfter marriage - Dearest Jene -

You have heen so constant snd devoted to the great purpose of our
union - that efter the first quarter I stand in love and gratitude

at that which we have to show for our united effort.

Most of the credit goes to you and your clear vision of lasting
values., You heve kept the candle of truth burning and have

never doubted.

I love you for your beauty, your loyalty, your companionship

and your grest motherhood -

Now that Julia and Bob have honored you with the new calling -
"Grandmother" - this adds to my love for you - Happy next guarter

to my sweetheart -

If you see in the "Lady with the Candle” s study in light - it is
for en anniversary gift. (a besutiful oil peinting which we both

tressure still in 1989 - henging in our living room)

Letter to Jennie written by Delbert
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Found - Mey, 198} - dete written is unknown

TO MY CHILDREN'S DAD

When first I met you, Pal of mine -
I recognized your worthg;

I melized that few such men

Had bYeon sent down to earth.

You simply were outstanding
And tha praysrs of all my 1life
ilore snsweredet temple altar
hen I became your wifs,

" Then the child-en come=we

And finsr ones no parents evsr had.
My secret hope was always
Thet they'd be just like their Dad.

If they possess such faith as yours,
Their goals they will attein;

Your honeaty will prompt them

Never to deceive for gain.

If they can bs as humble

And as prayerful and as true,
As loving and ss kind

And sinosre dear, as you --

I will heve no furthar worries
And for this I'm truly glad
That you love me and I love you
And you're my children's Dad.

Hothar Jennie
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‘_ | ) " February 1, 1980
And'my dearly peloved eternal companion is Tl --imaginel I&--his‘hair is
jray and makes,him very distinguised looking and handsome. I prévall my
_lother once envisioning him as a "patriarch” with griay hair--dépbh of spir-

E Idahj Falls, Idalie

. ituality quietly radiating -- e
‘:Fpr some time I have been thinking about our housesfthrough the §%ﬁﬁé and

of how they relate, or do not relate, to our home -<interesting-4fidt profoun

His sister Maude had insisted the humble apartment in their Grandfia Brunt's
old home was totally unthipkable for one reared as an "elite" so she helped
Dad select a large, imposing and unfurnished apartment on D" street--it
had a few items such gs a built-in wall bed --but when Delbert left for a
week to set up some "ynsurance" offices in towns south of here and I was
alone I was even more realistically "lost" in that apartment--we both felt
relieved when we'd used up the paid rent and moved into the humble apt. of
Grandma Brunt--that's where our home began--altho that preliminary exper-
ience, especially having Delbert gone a week--made me realize how precious
were those temple promises and we really were to be one --une in all the
important ways-~When Mary Jane was born our home really began in earnest--
we were too involved to think enough about belonging to each other--but we
did --it was fun to live close to the Joe Brunts and the George Brunts and
the Nixon cousins--they made us part of their family--much, much could be
related of glories that began in that dear little apt (some are recorded)
Delbert was made counselor in the Bishopric--

Then when Julia was on her way Delbert decided to give me a real sirprise-
expression of his love for me and ours and he purchased a doll-house on
6th Street-brand-new, one-bedreom--tiny, impossible, but what stars were in
his eyes as he brought me over %o see it --It just had to be home when he
saw it as sich and indeed it was -- because we loved each other and ours so
much --and we also loved the Lord and his work -that was always basic to

our home ==

Our home at 20-10th St. (one on 6th was also }j20)=-

mostly by Delbert and the Johnsons who owned aﬁdogpgiztgéagﬁszgﬁnggnbut
Planing Mills--I was learning more and more now what a relief and joy it
gas_to always have a loving, understanding, dependable, happy and successfu
usiness man-husband --Yes, a relief--I could stay.home and find strength
and joy in doing what I was created to do --have and teach our children the
GospeL--w1Fh Delbert's help always--and he always, !always succeeded as a
patriarch in our home -where living the gospel became more and more the way

But we soon outgrew that lovely home--again a "drop" bed for -=cabi
everywhere--(I gften wondered if Johnaoﬁs regretteg their sta%ggggg tg:glne
they would put in as many cabinets as I wanted--I wanted more than they
calcul ated for--but it really was the selling point later-all those cabinet
And we were just across and down a ways from Kate Curly Park--and home had
to include a lovely, secluded park where I could take the children each day
when weather permitted --we fenced in the yard--asgain memory recalls happy
times but always happiest when Delbert was there -which was much of the tim
More and more now he was revealing other great abilities --always optimisti
gratéful, full of faith-always magnifying his priesthood-the very foundatio
of the home that was then and now and later --I so;took him for granted-
not: actually ?ealizing such a husband was not the usual--just realizing tha
as he and I did our best to do what the Lord asked--our blessings couldn't
be even counted --More Church positions--business responsibilities-- other
commgnity invqlvement—-he was a natural leader aqd'all who ¥mew him, loved |
. - b e
He{w?s always;an excellent provider -but especia}fy a wonderful father f%’
. I i . ! ?"
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When we outﬁrew our wonderful house on lOth street we hoped for one as
"just right" but larger--even wondered about removing the roof and addin
a story --but when the big old house on 12th St, -255--came up for sale-
my very recognized realtor husband gave it serious consigepation for us-
It was closer to the church--that was at the time a great consideration-
but it was also old and not too appeFling to me-~large enough--but......
He sincerely and tactfully broached {the subject now and again--we would
soon be able to build or buy a"home"we'd really be proud of--so the
children could have the influence of, culture that seemed at the time to
be more often found in lovely homes--Thinking it would be just a tempors
move but always sensing the superior wisdom of my companion to my own
wisdom in such matters as real estate (he knew it all and I very little)
we moved into the 12th Street homse --it had many excellent qualities=
snd became more and more adequate as we added a room and a bath -redid t
front hall--when Delbert was made Bishop we were really glad we lived
close--I was so proud of him always, yet just accepting he'd be and do
all those wonderful things which he did -- We really constantly sang
(at least in our hearts) "I'1ll be glad when daddy comes home!" -everyone
adored Dad --family, friends, business associates--We spent 25 years %&
12 €h,
The Redbarn lane home was very fine --ond probably better than if we'd
gone thru with our plans to finally build an adequate, beautiful,afford-
able home-and we enjoyed our neighbors, especially trying to interest
some in the true restored Church --and we had weddings there--Dee built
a fantastic room in our basement--really fantastic--it was hard to give
that room up when we moved --How we spruced it up when we learned we
were to have Pres, Kimball and Pres. Romney as our guests, and Elder
Haycock--All the children and grandchildren came and sang with Pres. K.
accompanying "I Am a Child of God" -- that was when Delbert and I had
been called to serve in the Temple --He is really called of God--whereve
and whenever called --but especially as head of our family --I'm there
too but it is Delbert and I and the children that make any house Eome -~-
and the spproval of the Lord in our constant, dedicated efforts to truly
and fully live the gospel --It is home and family that will gowwith us

into eternity--no house --

" Qur Temple President's home is really a home all the way--excellently.
designed and built and convenient to:the Temple and adequate for all our
family gatherings--it must be a hallowed place always --we are privilege
to occupy it only as we serve in these precious callings--We have been
blessed especially to bring to our home geveral Geperal Authorities in-
cluding Pres. Kimball, Pres. Tanner (Pres. Romney in Redbarn Lane home)
Elders Ashton, Haight, Haycock, Groberg, Perry, Pres. Benson--others-
With the enlarged vision and understanding of the great ?emple blessings
Delbert and I deeply rejoice --especially as we are privileged to share
with our families--Our Heavenly Father's plan for us is so wondrous and
so right, all the way--as put into operation by His Beloved Son--we love
them both dearly --We are now in our Sth and maybe last yéar--Our whole
desire (next to being true L.D.S. parents and grandparents,etc,) is

to have the approval of the Lord in the work we are so pr}v1legad to
direct in the House of the Lord --the Temple. !

| June 26. 1980
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In early 1984 - Delbert and Jennie visited Lima Panzwh%re Joe and Jeanne

were completing their}-year‘asﬂgnmsnt as President and'mother of the Lima
Peru South Mission.

Jennie swoke one morning in Lima snd told Delbert she felt her éreatast
accomplishment in this life ﬁas being the mother of our children end teach-
ing them the joys of gospel living - to really know, love snd determine to
follow end obey the Savior. As she startsd to express this she suddenly
stopped and said - "No - that isn't right - T should say OUR greatest accom-
plishment in this life as PARENTS -(my greatest accomplishment with YOU and
BOTH of us together) - is having all these wonderful, precious children and
teaching them, first by our own and constant example, the joys of full gospel
living - to really know, love and joyfully determine to follow and obey the

Savior at all times - whatever He, thru his delegated authorities, asks.”



. DEAR DELBERT, DAD, GRANDPA - - .

FIFTY—NINE YEME J\GO-COHE JU NE-WE WERE MARRED IN
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SIXTY-ONE YEARS AGO TODAY AT THE MANAVU WARD IN 3
PROVO WE FIRST GELBBRATED YQUR BIRTHDAY.... ..TOGETHER

. ;;-j.".""."'_‘.

THE SALT LAKE TEMPLE T0. ALVAYS AND JOYFULLY BE.....TOGETEER*{*’-

THESE YEARS HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH OPPORTUNITIES, v
CHALLENGES, PROBLEMS - BUT ALSQ WITH JO!'S AND
GRONTH AND BLESSINGS BECAUSE ALWAYS WE BAVE .
DETERMINED TO BE ONE WITH THE LORD AND...... .......TOGETHER

P -
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PRIV]LEGED TO WELCOME ELEVEN PRECIGIS CHILDREN OF (IJR [

HEAVENLY FATHER TO OUR HOME TO BE TAUGHT THE . . . ot
JOYS AND BLESSINGS 'OF HOME LIVING IN THE LIGHT - R £ S
OF THE GOSPEL-EACH ALSO SEALED IN THE TEMPLE . . :
TO A BELOVED COMPANION - WE HAVE INDEED REJOIGED...TOGETHER
WE HAVE LIKERISE WELCOMED SIXTY-OMNE (soon to be 62) GRAND- ]
CHILDREN AND TWENTY-THO (soon to be 23) GREAT-: . dg
GRANDCHILDREN TO OUR FAMILY.......INDEED REJOICING...TOGETBER .
mom; THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY MESSAGES TO YOU TODAY IS ONE' FROM
MARILY N WHICH SAYS: "I PRAY THAT MY MARRIAGE CAN

ALWAYS BE AS SWEET AND WONDERFUL AS YOURS IS AND T e
ALWAYS WAS." - . "YOU ARE SO.ueeeasacasessoess TOGETHER}E:

AS WE NOW REALISTICALLY ANTICIPATE THE NEXT PHASE OF -GOR - -
‘ EXISTENCE - WE DO SO WITH UNDERSTANDING AND
A GRATITUDE AND REJOICING - AND WITH SURE AWARE- a5

® & & ¥
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IN THE MEANTIME - OUR CHALLENGES CONTINUE AS SOME ' ‘
'TREASURED FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE YET TO LEARN THAT -
ALL THE RIGHT AND NZEDED ANSWERS ARE FQUND &
ONLY IN FULL AND GRATEFUL AND JOYFUJL HOME LIVING - ekt ")
TN THE LIGHET OF THE RESTORED GOSPEL : h

GUR PRAYER AND HOPE ALWAYS IS THAT ALL OF OUR FAMILY WILL
EVENTUALLY BE WITH US AND WITH EACH OTHER IN. . . ° -
EXALTATION IN THE CELESTIAL KINGDOM....ALL BE......TOGETHER

T S SR NVUL I S "

"I love thee now and for eternity.... tve g

Gvieg Always yours,





