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kﬁppy Eirﬁhdég‘tﬁ Joha Helbroox {rooerg
June 17, 1978 - but written and sent to
him while on his first mission about

1955

Joal 2:28~9: "..I will pour out my spirit..and your sons and your
daughters wlll prophesy...upon the servants and
upon the handmaids..will I pour out my spirit
«your young men shall see visions..,."

3

John is a mighty one (and always has been), going forth in

Thy power and his own worthiness, to the ends of the earth fo
fulfill in majesty Thy great works to Thy children, His sbrength
is in Thee; his handsome, kingly manhood kept amdequate to respond
in full preparation to Thine every call,

As he goes forth in Thy power and in his own magnanimous love for
Thee and Thine, he trembles with great desire to serve Thes wholly,
whether it be to succor Thy smallest, lowliest, most uncertain
child (knowing all are loved and all are needy) or whether it be

to press forward heavily laden with vast responsibility of hoping,
hungering, wondering, "other sheep."

Jolm is a mighty one, conceived in hy favor, nurtured with unknown
watch-care in all needed influence sent forth from Thy presencs,
For he was Lo come into this life strong and mighty. Humble and
sweet at first, and still, but always with power. WNo Wwincing

under the stress, the torturous demands that the awakening, the
strength, the readiness required, to be completely his,

Quietly he welks forth at times; quietly, but firmly and surely,
head bowed in communion, in acquiescence. Thunderously he strides
forth at times, head lifted high in praise, in exultation, in a
far, clear, full-toned call,

No 1little thoughts his, no feelings small, no words but from Thy
promptings, no acts {(whether seen or unknown) but what are directed
and fulfilled in the sureness of his great, radiant, all-encompassin
testimony, his sure knowledge that it is Theo he represents, Hls
dedication complete, his devotion full, his understanding clear,

his eye kept single to Thy glory,--he goes forth from the dawn of
his preparation into the sunlight of masterful accomplishment,

into the sunlight of Thine accomplishment through him. In his
awareness of great strength, knowing not itself, he bows in humility
in gratitude, His understanding, given him rightly, would probe

and penetrate eternity. Because he feels Thou hast need of him,

his only concern always his own worthiness, -

John is a mighty one. And I, of more common clay; I, all weakness,
gtand in awe in the shadows of his sunlight, and I look into his
sunlight, hesitating tc sense or touch his greatness, but within

me gratitude, humility, and joy overllow, and I, his mother,
Weep.

Y-
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“hﬁﬁbfp Jéﬁﬁiﬁﬁé just spoken snd I stood up end said now they could all see how lovely anc
prsoious she really was and to- lesarn mors sbout her they oould Just turn to their
surrent "New Ere" (showsd it) snd look ot the peinting of her and resd sbout hsr -

I said the most important thing John evér did was to teke Jesn-to the temple and

. claim her as-his etsrnel sweethsart snd compenion. They hsd prasented us with 1l

+

"' ohlldren end ¥ hed heard John eay they hed 11 children,.all boys except for 9 glrls,
3 .

N My beloved young brothers snd gistars --see you as fubure bishops, stake prasident,
\§ * Beperal Authorities - Relief Society, Primary, MIA presidents --but most important of
N all future mothers and fsthers in true L.D.S. homes -~

‘¥§' ' "~ Agked if they didn't think Brother Rowberry wes taking a blg risk to have his

"} © mother introduce him ~~sspecially risky for our son John --but risk lessensd when
B he seid no more- than 10 minutss --sll glance st the-clock and if I went one second

over 10 minutss they were to stand up and I would sit down--better still if they got
thru listsning befors I got thru talking they ocould stand up snd I would slt down,

_{' © {1 xuow you're hear to listen to our son John-not his mother) )
Pt " How we sre in Christmes ssason ~«I glanced thru my journsl=-christmas tims Ly
"\D °©  yoars ago when our 500 John wes sbout 21 eud geve whet was his first public address-
ot spoke st our Christmas family-night»~(forerunner of Fawily Home Evening)--His big

L . - sisters {one of them here tonight-Mary Jans)-~had cerafully teught him to say a

F Christmes poem - "Little Jsck Horner sat in a cornar,asting his Chrisimes ple-

Ha stuok in his thumb and pulled out & plum snd said
A #hat & blg boy em I.” o )
" -* --  They had rehearsed him thoroughly and expectad supar psrformance so you can limage
- ‘thelr chagrin - end hillarity when our son John stood up end recited -
"Little Jack Horner--Little Jack Horner (urging from. sisters g0
hae went on..)
e " 1 t4le. Jack Horner sat {snother long peuss (urging from sisters../
Then he finally remembered --end with a big smile salds
R -7 - m4ttle Jack Homner sat~in his Christmas plel”

' T plsb read in my journel of snother Christmas sbout two years later -our son, John
" was four yeers old them and his doting dad took him on a trip on a traln--proud as
dad's ars over their first sons--he was not surprised that s fellow pessenger on
the trein was Bleo intrigued by the cherm of this young 1sd. Dad carsfully listened
snd recorded the following conversation betwesn John and this fellow passsngers
"preutt you afraid Sents will miss you leaving home such & few days before Christmss?”
=7+ (John) "We figured that a1l out and we're aomlng back in two deys for Christmas.”
¢i' v "oulre a pretty smart boys What do you plan to bs when you grow up?”
{John) "A" farme '{farmer) - s
" Mens"And what will you raise on your farm?"
- {John) A1l kinds of enimals.” '
Ment"All kinds?"
- {Johy) :"Maybe not elephants or -giraffes” -
Man¢"But you cught to have giraffes - they'd help get hay off the top of the staok. "
Johi1 "I ‘oould essy get-up end shovel it off.” : . S
Mans:™What would you shovel hay with? o '
. Joho't A shovel I guess.” -- - -
Man: "You have quite a lot to earn to be a farmer.”
~-++ Johns ™es I know. I have to go to oollege.” .
' ¥ans"You have a pretty good -vocsbulery for-a four-year old.”
““Johni™es, I know. I heve soms popcorm toos Want some "

‘Well, with suoh ability to resson and express himself we wors not surprised when he
became the seminary president in high school and he and his partner won stete
"debnting champlonship. But befors thet, while still in Jr. High- '

. Onos et our stake confersnce John was helpilug usher -during the meeting the visiting
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A \‘jﬂ‘ It A/;ﬁtf/ﬁfk— %ﬁdﬂbﬁab‘—&-(‘jﬂw . .

" authord sked the steke president to call on e-young person to come and spesk
and he oalled on John --no previous notice at all --My heart did & flip~-flop but
not the heart of our son John - He just marched to the stand and gave an sloquant
discourse from King Benjamin's address in first part of Mosish--if we serve Lord
with all our hearts, minds,strengthas-~-still bs unprofitable ssrvants --I wasn't
the only one vory improssod with our son John,

About this time he was selactgd ba the drum major for the Jr, H band-—already
tall and hendsome they. crowmed. his.head with a wvery imposing hat (demonstrasts)
you know ~amd with his scepter in hand (demonstrate) John was impressive indaed~
leading that bagd~all dressed up-marching in a big parade, But as I watched, I
couldn't understend why everyone else in that Jr. High band was out: of step with
the muaic--all others --except the drum ma jor-our son John -- -

About that timc-age 13-~he received his Eagle Scout award--and sbout: seven years
later when he waa called to serve as s missionary in the Tongah Islands~-her royal
ma Jesty Queen Salotte - reluctant to admit mother Mgormon Elder--already had three-
raluctant until she heard he was an Eagle Scout -then she admitted him --You sagle
scouters—~—or prospectlive ones-remember that --

From Hissionary to Misslion Presldent to Reg. Rep. to area supervisor as a Gen, Auth,
thetaréa grew from 3,000 membars to a present 2, OOO-- -

l. For m moment, will you please help me with a 1ittle experiment. All of you think
~ of someons - a parson whom you would like to emulete--a sort of model for youe-
ons who always acts end apeslks and appasrs--appropriastsely attiredm-wall groomed-
appeara and is a real Mormon -~an example-s model for vou. :

2. Now think again of a person--who is a real friend--really listens and understands--

warm end aevailsble --and so aware of all the good things about you that you wonder
(“‘ if you have anything else but good--you just want to be asround that person all the
-- time.

3. NWow think of a 'person who has been or is your teachsr--so full of inspirstion and
wisdom and ebility and love -that the teaching slways 1ifts you ~-you sre eager to
do your part--anythlng ssked -~wish the claass wouldn't end--wonder if thatway you
fesl is ths way. folks felt when they wers around ths Savior -

. Now thipk of ‘s spessker who so captivates and holds the attention of. alL present that

"~ they are oblivious to all elss «~-seems to have m power beyond himself--you know
of priesthood power snd you know those who go to Temple ars endowed with puwer-
but this power is in action-and yet you sre awarps that he is putting, wery realisti-
cally putting your responsibllity For your problems right in your lap--sand while it
makes you squirm a bit -you're glad he has bocause you know and he knows that you
and the Lord can snd will solve the problems correctly-~you're eager to get going--

Now I went you to somshow -magically --put those four people you've thot of
ell together--shake them all up ‘and make one person of them-~one person out of your
modal-trus friend, great teachar, powerful spesksr--and you come out with one person-
And now let's imagine I've picked up all these ona-persons snd shake them up and pub
them all together and come out with one person--and what do you think .l come up with?
One person--and who do you think thet one person is? Our son John--
Wo, in our femlly, love and sppreciate him ms @ son, brother, husband, father--
My husband was once asked how he felt about--well, what wes said, ebout being the
father of three mission presidents and -one m @en. Auth--and he saids "I feel just as
I did when they were born--very humble and very grateful, snd as I listened I thot
. 1f Joseph and Iyoy Maok Smith were asksd how they felt about their son Joseph or if
: Andrew and Olive Woolley Kimball were msked how they felt about their son Spenger--
_ _ if they very likely wouldn't also say--"We feel very humble end very grateful.”
"+ - Brothers and sistsrs, We feel very humble and very grateful to present to you--our
son Johm,"
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(My hope is still that the
vision I saw.might beocome TC DAVID ON HIS TWENTY-FIRST BIRTIIDAY

reallty- I have told him
about 1t.) from Mother-March 1957

David is beloved -~ beloved of others as others ars beloved of him -beloved of those
whose needsls champlons - a punished ohild, a misunderstood brother, a spiritually drowsy-

friand.

1

David's' presence is msgio. David's here!" means leaping hearts, quiockened pulses -
means runoing steps, eager earms, laughing klsses; means gay speech end sparkles in ochild-
ren's eyes; moans away with drabness and wslcome to vibrant, zestful living; means love
has entered, 1ln company with joy.

David loves 1ife, loves the challenge of its choices; loves the mystery of its
hldden treasures; loves the freedom of its open cslls; loves the benuty of its truths -
its truths simple and accepted, -its truths not yet understood --seen only through the
eyes of faith, the pure eyes of felth - patience holding the key to unlock the clearer
vislon, welting last the sight be injured, waiting until the eyes are resady, ready. for
the sunlight, the brilliant, glorious sunlight of greater truths revealed.

David loves 1ife and by the magic spell of his own great love of life, he 1ifts
others to love 1ife, to know also that 1ife 1s good, 1ifs is besuty, 1ife is joy. For
David loves people - big ones, little ones;- happy ones, sad ones; strones ones-week ones.

David gives song and from everywhsre melody schoes, inviting to happiness. Davig
gives smiles and smiles becoms his snswers, lighting inner joys, shared and understood.
David gives radiance and from all about radisnce responds, drawn out to meet its kind,
dismizsing gloom. David gives words, words of fun and frolic; words of wit and wisdom;
words of hope and trust, And words come back in enswer - grateful words of rladness,
firm words of resolution, binding words of promise.

And in the song, the smiles, the rediance, and also in the words, Bavid givaes a
massage, & needed, wondrous message, - For all mst have the privilege; all mist hear
the messege, that sll may know its glory, its truths, its joys, its love.

David cen be trusted {greater than %o be lovedi}~~so when hands in need reach out
to him, begging solace for their sorrow, strength to bear their pain, snswers for their
problems, guldance for their living, forgivensess for thelr wrongs, assurance they are
loved --he reaches out his hands to them, resches out to 1ift, to comfort, to support,
to help, resohes out, eager to give - with so much to give and so many in need of the
giving - willing to pay, psy fully and gladly, whatever the cost might be - that he might
give what is needed.

And 8s David thus reachos out to others, unseen hands resch out to David, s teady-
ing, susteining, strengthening, for

Pavid is beloved, beloved of others ams others are belowd of him. But most of all
baloved by the One who authors love, the One who knows best 1ts great cost. And this One
who stands by knows, knows the heart, the hope, the promise. Knows &ll and allows, -
allows the testing and the tempting, the confusion and the mists, allows the refining
in the fire, the burning, threatening fire, -knows that it is needed for Pavid to be ready,
ready for the greater calling, ready for the greater strivings, greater service, greater
love. This One who stands by knows, knows when doubts obsoure the vision, when bswilder-
mont 1s pain, And et times his grip i{s tightened, ss from lostness he pulls end anchere,
anchors to the security of his matchlsss, boundless love. Faith supplante doubt, then
comes understending, awareness, feeling, believing, then knowins, end in the knowing,
peacs, sweet peace, blessed peace. Grateful and ready, David stsnds, while the whisperaed
messnge bresthes essurance to egch fibre of his being. Humbly he listens and hears, withe

out words, "Desrly beloved..." J“m%fi%;;;fiikfifgz;f{ﬁ;;futﬂi%§iit%jj§iﬂt f*“isz?;t?g



TO OUR S50ON, RICHARD HOLBROOK GROBERG -JUNE 22, 1976
(First Happy Birthday June 22, 1938)

Richard 1s PRECIOUS..
pure gold (in symbol)-or sterling - or platinum...
but much, much more
always has been -
always will be - increassingly PRECIOUS

2 stalwart..never hegitating..
solid
Loyal
true
right
PRECIOUS - -~ clear thru

unflinching - no matter what the
need
the challenge
the cost
or
the disappointment
ajmuare on - all there
' ready
proved,

Richard is PRECIOUS - recalling the words of the Lord thru his
Patriarch father -
only for him and his
too sacred for others
words suoh ag: _
"rightful heir..lineage..
worthinesgs"
"character..wlll shine bright"
"sound mind..strong heart"
"callings..high.,Prissthood
"The Lord is mindful of his PRECIOUS gifts and blessings
with which you are endowed"
"..the honest in heart will rejolce and call you
blesged...."

Richard is PRECIOQUS
his wisdom, called forth naturally from depths
of truths within - undoctored - unadorned - pure
priceless
PRECTOUS truths. He knows:
"..the Spirlt aspeaketh the truth..wherefors it apeaketh
of things as they really are and
of things as they really will be" ...truths..thru Richard
and his expresslon of these truths --matching them

.e.unexcelled
«o..the Spirit..always comfortable with him.,

and thru him
ingpiring countless others,
obasrvers,.liasteners...
to incressed

\f-b



{Richard is Precious} 2

light
truth
strength
their own fulfillment
for eternity

Richard i1s PRECIOUS
patisent but unswerving
tolerant but immovable
loving but insistent
understanding but uncompromising
encouraging but resolute
in the Lord's work..his own the same

properly placing transient values 4n transient place§f$;-q¢
{
gifted to season all with delightful, wise humor

Richard i1s PRECIOUS
a Jjowel
of gupreme value - for more than
endurance. ..
for top quality
and
for a crown
like another crouwn

",.in that day shall the Lord of hosts be for
a crown of glory and for a diadem of beauty"{Isa.28:5)

a Jewel
fathering other jewsls
to become llkewlse PRECIOQU3
theilr mother jewel equally
PRECIOUS

a jewel,.our families and others in tune
treasurse..
give great giatitude for

Our Lord also
promising:

"And they shall be mine, sayeth the
Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my Jewels and
I will spare them as a man
apareth his own son that
serveth him"
‘ {Mal, 3:17)

Indeed

Richard 1s PRECIOUS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY -
MOTHIER AND DAD G.

(written by mother)



TO DEE - IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, DECEMBER 1, 1960 5 a.m.

by Mother
My dear, gifted sons

As ths "gift" month dewned, my sleep was disturbod by an urgent call to get
your birthday letter off at once.

My mind and my heart have been reminiscing over the past twenty yoars sinece first
I heerd your tiny cry and cuddled your weo form to me. Joy and gratitude for you, a
precious gift from our Hesvenly Father, fully dispslled any shadows I had just gone thrv
to help bring you safely to your esrthly mission.

I knew that your fether end I could give you ell our Hoevenly Father wanted us to
give you if we steyed clese enough to Him., But I did not then fully reellze how gifted
our new "gift" was, However, Isonsed it mors and mors ses your darling baby figure took
on a lovable boyish form, then unfolded into handsome youth, and finally emerged into
besutiful, strong manhood. OS¢ today I write:

Delbert Is glfted, endowed from on high - He is gifted with talents, varied and
many - srt, musle, speech, composition, oreativity--

Barely out of ohildhood - a Michelangelo, coverlng our walls with beauty captured
in colored olls by hie budding genius and persistent effort--

Later - fashioning his own intricate designs into treasired possessions of many
who proudly display their leathercraft, exsoutsd by his untiriug hands, sweat, and
saorifice ~ '

Then skillfully drewing plans, gulding color, meterial, workmanship, principles,
to unfold in utility and beauty of his own rooms - no child to be plecatad but an
architect in embryol

_ Again - efter making time and his troumbone ssrve him, fi1lllng the air and the hearts
of thoss who listened with musloal tones mver to be forgotten, but held high, inviting
oyhers to also excel, -

Chalk tslks ~ essays - langusges - orations - mottoes, dramatics - poetry - de~
beting, - scholarship ~-~-

Us 15 gifted with leadership, friends, msdmirers, brothers --all anxioue to follow?j

%

a6 he leads, - efficiency, plenning, correctness, accomplishment --hias pass-words. 0
Student council, clauos president, chairman, candidnte, scout mayor, nwards, priasthoodgg'
guorums, missionary - Integrity, experience, spirituality, all playlng psrt in his §§

preparation. i &

(3

He 1a gifted with intelligence - solving his own problems, making his own decise %g
lons, ssoking hils own high level, content only with the best. )

He is gifted with loyalty -to homs, to friends, to himself, to God. ?;”

He is gzlfted with testimony, most precious and tressured ~ his greatest dasirse to§€~
marnify each oalling, always to be worthy of the gifts and of the Giver, gi
ik

LA R R ER R 2N W
Dear Father,

To thy children now he comes «

24T



His tongue to speak thy truth
His hands to blsss wlth thy power
His mind to enlighten through thy light
His spirit, glorified by thine, redieting thy message -
Their need -~ ° _
His heart loving, but reaching for thy higher lovae,
His trust in Thee snd Thy Son, the Grestest of sll Gifts - -
Thou who knowest him best, who has endowed him thus, whose purposes he is
trylng to fulfill --
Aooept our gratitude for him, Thy gift to us - make us more worthy of
him snd what he desirss to become, - maks us more werthy of Thy
trust in us, - of all Thy gifts to us --
.h ok & kX kB ¥
IMPCORTANT NOTE :
I BAVE PLANNED BUT NOT YET WRITTEN THE FOLLONING:
LEWIS IS5 ROYAL
GECRGE IS A BLESSING
MARY JANE IS NOBLE
JULIA GAY IS JOY
ELIZABETH IS A LIGHT
GLORIA JBAYN IS BEAUTY &
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_ Novembhar 30, 1978
JCSEPH IS CHBEN

by Mother

"fany ere called but 'Joseph' is CHCSEN --CHOSEN as was his great ancestor, Abra-
ham. .. "CHOSEN bafore thou wast born"...end to come through Abraham - Issao - Isreel -
and Joseph of old - royal lineage --to help fulfill the promlse - "in thy sead shall
sll the femilies of the earth be blessed” -

to be of the "CHOSEN generstion - a roysl priesthood, an holy nation, s peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvellous light..” T

CHOSEN becauss he doss not walk in darkness st noon=day” but in the bright
sunlight of full gospel living - T '

Joseph is CHOSEN as is Jeanne CHOSEN --etarnal companlons --as witnesses from the
spirit world have so confirmed ~ happy wltnesses - rejololing in thelr posterity -- of
nearer kin -

CHOSEN because they have learned this one lesson and live it: "that the rights
of the prlesthood are inseparably conmsoted with the powers of Heaven..controlled end
handled only upon the principles of rightsousness...power and influence maintalined by
virtide of the prissthood are: by persuasion..by long-suffering, by gentleness and
meekness snd by love unfelgned; by kindness and purs knowledge..without hypocrisy and
without guilse.,.reproving .with sharpnesa when moved upon by the Holy Ghost and then
showing forth afterwards an incraase of love...full of charity towards all mon.s.lotting
virtue garnish thy thoughts unceesingly =--thy confidence waxlng strong in the presence
of God..the dootrines of the priesthood distilling upon thy soul as the dews from heaven
the Holy Ghoat thy constant companion ..thy sceptew sn unchanging scepter of rlghteous-
ness and truth..thy dominion an everlasting dominion, without compulsory means..flowing
unto thee forever eud ever." --becausse you are CHCSEN,

CHOSEN, ss the spirit diotated to his Patriarch father and contimied to a humbly
grateful Dad -

CHCSEN for high positlons of leadership" --"a great snd important missiof "DIVINE"
"rreat opportunity - great responsibility" --CHOSEN to "sontinue in the resurrsction %o~
carry on in the work that you love so much in this lifa”

CHOSEN -and"blessed with feith and vision,.and discernment..and health end strength
of body end mind and direction of the Holy Ghost...a special sweet spirit and a boundles-
love and desire to do..full measurs, regardless of sacrifice..knowing you are wanted..
askad for..nseded”

"to succor the wea%rlift up the hands which hang daﬁgrand strengthen the fesble knees

Compassion in hils eyes snd sots « - besuty in hie countenance and character --

"blessed with desires - devotlon- birthright-priesthood~honoring all cellswgrowlng
in understanding and power of prissthood..confirmed in vision and fulfillmentZlove -

oxample - service will continue to blossom end expand and becoms more perfeot.”

Those nearsst him - a youngest brother attesting: "Joe 1s differenfi-- when Blshop
Joseph talks to his war%;his heart telks to their hearts and they want tod all he asks"

Many rejoice because Joseph is CHCSEN - "HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN..WHICE WAS MY BELOVED
AND CHCBEN FROM THE BEGINNING" ~-has great need of others who ars CHOSEN -like Joseph.

We likewlse rejoice because our Joseph is CHOSEN.

a_ S/ o \\‘\ "U’EQ



Fgb. 3, 1988~ Iqaho Falls, Idaho --just s comment about this

tribute - Dad end I just re-read these tributes ~--

The reason the passage from D& C. 121 -is includsd --(ons reason)

is bacause when Joe was in his sarly teens - the following happened:
Dse cems rushing home from school on s Wed,,I think.-said he had %o
aarn 35 by'Friday a.m. for something (we knew it was umwise to Just
give them needed money -much better to have them earn 1t} - He was
overly involved ss was his nature --had no extrs time for specisel
work, ete. I recalled that = few weeks prior to this Pres, Stephen
L. Richards had quoted ths last 12 or so varsss of Sec. 121 -and

said it wes the constitution of the Priesthood and of the home and
asked all Prisesthood bearers to memorize it -~ So I told Pee is he
would memorize thse 12 verses I would give him the 45 - Fridey a.m.
(maybe Thurs. p.m.) he recited the words perfactly snd rec. the $5-
Jos overheard sll +this and asked if I reeslly gave Dee $5 for memorizing
thoss verses rnd I sa8id yes snd he then askad, swestly but openly as
ususl if I would do him the same favor. I probebly hesitated briefly
(%5 wes s lot in thoss days) but then realized what n blessing it
would be also to him *to momorize %those varses so I said yes he too
could have 35 for memorizing those verses., A day or two later he re-
ported he was ready to recite the verses. I listened with my heart
also as he too said them perfectly. I then handed him the §5 - He
smilsd ~ shook his head and seid: "Mom - I don't want that money--

I can't take it --You see, as I memorized those verses I realized
those warses ware what I wanted to live by the rest of my life ==

it would not bs right for me to take monsy for it --I really can't”

{or words to that effect.y



()

Idaho Fnlls, Idsho
Saptemboer 18, 1967

Joo ond Jeanne wero marriad in the Salt Lake Templo on September 15, 1967,
I thought I hud rocorded the followlng but at prasent cannot locate my writing
of it and it should be on record. It was such a happy experience, and S0
natural, for two or three days, sand 8t times sfterwards also, to feel the
prosences of ny groat-graudfathar Ira N. Hinckley and slso of Brother Parley
P. Pratt (Jeanne's great—grandfathnr). They wara both so happy, full of
rejoicing, it must be bacause of Joo and Jeanne, Orandpa Hinckley was so:
warm snd loving snd wonderful --I hed nover trisd to pletars how he would be
wut now I knew. He was younger than in his plctures, but still that same

loving, understanding, strengthaning way and I loved him soc much, Brother

- Prott was ~-- well, just the way ho actually is - s0 strong and so sensltive

and expressive, The two are rather different but-still with the one-nasy of
all wh§ heve such strong testimonies of our Savior snd of truth - so happy
togather. I just wanted to stay clésa to my Grondfathsr Hinckley. Joseph has
many of his qualities - »n netural loadership way, o greet snd enduring calling
praparednsss - readiness - knowlng of it - swaronoss - groatness - gratitude -
s spacial way to touch people so they want te do whatevar you ask and you wark
to ask only what is given you by tha Holy Spirit to ask -- It is & sholce
privilege indeod to know paopla, such as thess groat man -apiritunlly - It
will really be somsthing to get to know Grandfather Hinckley personally in tle
years to come - sfter this experience - and I have s deep desire to also know
Elder Pratt personally snd rejolce with him in Jeanno and her eternal compunién.
What & blessing it has beaen to have Joseph and Elizabeth both with us
this summner --I marvel at both of themi -so far ahead of me In every wayl 80
ready and chosen for thair callings - Whet blessings to all who know theme
Indead our treasuras [or sternity - May vwe be worthy of them, If they have
flaws I heve not boon awere of them, Indeod, Grandpa Brimhall, "Peranthood

is on tha roasd to Godhood"- May we dessrve its sweet joys snd blesalngs.

2 5 A
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tugust @, 1965

Dearsst Joe,

-~ My exprassion of gra‘l:iﬁ—;ie for your diary i1s long m:rm-—c.‘.u.ch.\Ul I hops tore-regd it
. . )

soon, L;t 1s an honor to be invited to shers it with ycﬂu:}{':;ﬁqy I commont on the
‘ A :
one item nsar the ond wherein you mention sbout my sen glrig your desire regarding

our coming tc South Amsrica. TDad antd I had discussed this savergl times Tt it
seemed ~—facing reqlistic fatta-~that money was dif fioult to obtain for such o

trip nt that tlwo——~end there were other gpod rensons why we decided we should not

rattmpt: guch -~But I guoss nelther of us felt relsxed sbout the decision (80 often
"I find Dnd has had similar impressions snd feslingsto mine, bub dumx wo don't
- always mention them to sach other at the time) =--Well, precious son, it was not

‘a strange experience, for I hawve boeen Hassed with similar ones before, but it
was & true nnd simple one thet ms I praysd one eovening it was mads knom to me vory
clearly and again simply, that you were not only ushappy but strongly ebjocting to
our decision o not come, end that your feelings were right, thnt wo ware 4o o to
' South Amsrice=—nt lmest Dsds It 18 not something one embellishes —it simply
hnppened that I was privileged to know that owr decis#en must be reversed. So

f casuslly told Bad, casuplly but without qusstion, thot he ot least must go to
South Amsricaw—th&t you wanted it that way, and that your desires wers right --

I'm sure he had had s similar impression so he detsrmimad to go ‘-1‘;--But thers is
%ﬁn&&jm L



July, 1981 - From mothsr sgain:

When it is Dad's turn to give our prayer, night or moming, I listen closely
and wish you could all do llkewlss -—-

This morning he prayed beautifully - in the special way he is blessed to do -
that a1l our children, grandchildren, etc. would have the opportunity to jsally
sascrifice as well ss to really serve in building the kingdom - that they may
roally know the depth of joy %thet comes only from so doing - slso that they '
would senss their greatest calling was to build the Kingdom first in their own
homes - then follow thru constantly but lovingly, with their children - help
them get the spirit, live the truths - rejoice in sacrificing --

This is too sacred for eny but you to hear about ~ but oh so real and so

impbrtant - those prayers of your father for you all -
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i% il 4;}5 DEAR LEWIS, i : i i ’
1|1 i! AT Ivmms TIMES IN THE PAST I HAVE WRITTEW A SPECIAL Fr;}smﬁ 10 BACH OF ocm- |
s!I i S?m- YOU HAVE MAYBE READ er‘ OR THO OF THE‘L: SOMETIME|AGO I WROTE ONE 08,
] : Eln L ;
}; ‘i fi YTJ% BOT DID NOT COMPLETE ITIAT THE TIME. I RE-READ 1T l’zégc‘lé:wﬁ”im DECIDED
]“’I ’“ s‘[‘:k T FINISH I’I‘. OF COURSE, ALL OF THESE TR:BJ%;:S ARE JUS 7| HOME A DE- FROM TEE
;! A - woT ESPL‘CIALLY LE[TEElUZ\RY. FRO}: THE Excu%r:@m* AR I"LES ‘W’E?RE&D mm?sﬁ»
i i } P! .T REGISTER &y Lew GROBERG - YOI 'NILL KNOW. TIEiESE TR];'I q'ﬁm (vﬁé}hﬁ?ﬁf’%&ﬁg‘%’
! .;(? “’[Y PI‘UY SAY IT IN THE BEST i BUT STILL HE Eiol:;ﬂlfmswf1 1 A PPy éESPomgi i
1 i g i 'l
] J . 11': THE HEARTS OF THOGE TO oM THEY ARE wm'rmlx ! SO HERE sogfmms:
i iI“ * b ® & & ‘ | r}! :
1110 - j
L. LEWIS IS ROYAL - REGAL - KIMGLY - NOT YET FULLY mnysn (NOR IS AN{ OF US)
li| ‘| 4 eur vrFoLDING - BLOSSONINS - MAJESTICALLY - ROYALLY| - /10 BECOME - HEAD'
i L !
CIEEEY | oF A KINGDOK - CO-RULER - OF A KINGDOM - HIS AND s 'L AN EVERLASTINIG
'z: Z DOMINTON, BEFORZ HE ¥AS OURS - T¥ MIS HEAVENLY HOME HE WAS LOVED, AP- ” e *
i i | bREcIaTED, PREPARED FOR HIS SPECIAL MISSION - CALLE'D i- ORDAINED - THEN k A
: ‘ %SENT TO IS - DSCOMING OURS - AN IMPORTANT, BELOVED PART OF OORS-ALHAYS ..§ :
! L | ﬁ ETHESE WORDS ARE FOR HIM - TO HIMs "YE ARE A CHOSEN (;}EnYERATIOH- A ROYAL k"
! . | [PRISST-HOOD - AN HOLY NATION (A PAMILY F‘IRST; A Pg:cqr;m PEOPLE (pﬂcu-;;_
i t N !LI_AR MEANTNG PRESERVED AS A SPECIAL POSS&SSIO,M wrrr;{l A%SPECﬁLL MISSION)-%‘
ElJ‘ i-. ~ AND WIIY?"‘(EY? "THAT YE SHOULD SHOW FORTH THE pmfsms OF HIM WHO HM‘:
lzli' ; ;CALLED YOU OUT OF DARINESS INTOHIS MARVELOUS LIGH'i‘"lll |
%i | |17 IS WATURAL FOR LEVTS 7O GIVE WHOLE-SOUL RESFONSE 'jrc%e"mou SHALT At.soj.‘.
| } 1 B A CROWN OF GLORY IN THE HAMD OF THE Lgmﬁ D A Rjo&:*l!z, DIADEM"(SYMBGLI
- el
?fgikz i ,}e’gbitfl
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|
| |
LEWIS HAS HEEN BLESSSD 3Y THE LORD WITH AN YAUAL PARTRNE

OF RECAL POMER - PO::L,R TO F‘“‘EZL, TO THINK TG aAY TO DO 'TO BZ, -~ OVLY THAT

, N .

YHICH LIFTS, STR.,H\JTH:,NS BLEESES - OTHERS - ES PECIALLY HIS onN.

SYMBOLIC ALSO OF KINGLY DIGNITY - NEVER STOOFS TO FE:;ELI"{GS THOUGHIS , WORUS,

't o

o KINGS - % | 1

| | ! : -
INCREASING HIS ABILITY TO DISCIPLINE SELF, TC STRUGGLE, ‘TO SACRIFICE, THAT

. ’ ! . ] .

: |
ACTS - THAT MIGHT BE LESS THAN WOULD HERIT THE APPROVI“I} SMILE OF THE KIK}(.‘..s
. H I . ": .

HE'MIG?H' BETTER BLESS AND SERVE OTHERS - BY LISTENING,| BY LOVING, BY LI¥FT- .

i
!
LEWIS HONORS , MAGNIFIES, st PRISSTHOOD - ALNAYS MREI‘ TQ.HAT ITS POWER AND
[ 1 :
I‘NFLU.,.NCE IS BY "pmsxmsxou BY LOWG-SUFFERING, BY GET*TLEHBSS AND wsxr@ss
mn BY LOVE UNFETGHED - BY, KIYDNESS AND FURE KNUNLEDGE.\.!...REPROVING BE-
Pl

ING THEM.

"_[’-IMEIS WI’[‘H SHARPNESS WHEN MOVED UPON BY THE HOLY QUGST L ND THEN SHOWING

N

o

AFTERWARDS AN INCRZASE OF LOVE TOWARD HIM AHOM  THOU HAST REPROVED. .. .THAT

HE (OR SHE) MAY KNOW THAT THY FAITHFULNESS IS STROWGER 'sfmw THE' CORCS OF

DlEATH........"

| - A QUEEN - UNITED
WITH HIM - DEDICATED WITH HIM - TO SERVING THE LORD - lG

#

BUILDING THE LORD'S KINZDOM (AND THEIRS ) FIRST AND AL:‘A

AND HOME - THRU LOVE E”’(PR"SSED NATURALLY BFCAUSE I7 ES THERE - COMSTANTLY —

| )

*l
|
!Irm THEIR ALL TO '
s
b
| 1]

THEIR RINGDOM IS ENLARGED TO INCLUDE A ROYAL FRI m&:amﬁ 7{)UR ROYAL PRINCESSES -
t

ALL PR‘ECRIOUS CHILDREN OF HEAVANLY PARENTS FIRST - THEN OF KING LENIS AND

.. QUEEN NEARIE:F BOUND TOCETHER I¥ LOVE - FOR BACH O’E‘HER]-!ND TOGETHER LOVE FOR

TP%FJIR OoMmi, FOR HEAVENLY FATHER, FOR HIS BSLOVED SON -;CU'R SAVIOR -

g
P

LOVE ALWMAYS FROM A GRATEFUL MC{I‘I{!ER,
i
. 1
Lew, as you faithfully do your part all the promises in i.your Patriarchal

Blessing will be fulfillad. GCopy enclosed. }
3
]

; :

IN THEIR OWN HEARTS

P

¥ THOT - IN WORD -Ti DEEDS. “IF YE ARE NOT ONBE YE ARE NOT MINE" - ALREADY



’ GEORGE 1S % ILISSING

an uniinished tribute by mothsr for
deorma's %0th Lirthday 1433‘

fiaor;o is a LSO TNG--r Lrnned by the Fethor BEFOFE and FOR and AFTER thls sarthlifae~-
neorse 'mas sent forth {rom the prasence of Heaverly tarents to bo a ELEHS THGew

fiwt to s and to our homo, than to his eternal companion (his suprome nLFSSIMG)

and their homs - then to countloss othars --or and on ond on - Lo be A OLESRING to
all whom ho would touch.

Sent forth to bs a HLISSTIL after first beinz ondowed with meny HLESS 1S -~the
Fathor rejoicing in His child - (who becams ours)-his chlld who is likewise loving,
kind, wise, ablo - & vory speoiakgchilg,Geor;o --ssoure in his faith, stronz in

his desirss - constant in his testimony - superb in hiﬁ dedication, in his willing-
nasa [ovon pagernoss) to pey the pries, whatown- 1t w g<-to be prepared to BLESS -
humble in his honors, slways at peace with the Spirit, alweys aware first of the
woeds of othars -before his own --spioad with delightful wit - dependable,inspired,=
totally, openly honsst —-human-heart understanding and warmth-- always an axample-~-=

gxamples 1 Rocorded - Idaho Falls - Dscembar 18, 1973+ "George returned from BYU

1ast oveninz, a woek sarly bocause of his rrades. Ho is a top studeant, hut the
graater thing aboub nim 1s hle sttitude, his desiros to bo prepared for what the
ford wents him to do, his falth, nis love, his oontinurl thourhtfulness for others.
s poturned £ rom his Indonesia-Indla mission in Yaptember just ons week after schocl
stapted, 1 has heon staying with the [lairs. They roslize what a PLFS5TIG he is

10 thoMess

"e faol ho is puidoed Yy the iloly S irit and congsquently mekes tho rizht declslions.
It is wondorfml to be around him and listen to him. We ary now getilng a bettor
undarstanding of the !LESSINE of his mission..I was roelly touchod this a.m, when
ha confided inro that for tho pnst five yasrs his prayers heve beon: 1, thd he
would be humble ond deserving of nwis blgsslinss; 2. that his atameael companion to-be
would ha proparsd and insplred; %, that his helovod sister Gloria’s health would

be o.k. {7lo had & piriod vhon sha vias strusrling, due to & sovars bladdar in-
faction, ste. but is happlly marriad end eajorly awabting the birth of hor first
brby~=sho and hor hisband are among tha promising 'graat'.ﬂndrgupabiegnanytttadnharr
fhnt it would zivo him espsciml joy if Law (vho is Jjust as cholco and aapable, ag
gt unmarried snd at timss concornod aboul thet and othor thinrs) =~=uuld find in
Yim ona who could be 2 resl hrother, heart-folt intercst snd desira nnd actlons.,

"Playad soms Christmas tapses ho had made in ?ogornm(mentionad now ona rart took
about one hundrad hours for Georja to translata, Il sald at the lest dovotional
sgsombly »t the T  ldor Hanks rmletad a story which he ((teorol) Tmd translatod and
usad in thet thristmﬂs nro-tram in j-""o;';t:nzj wapo-rvam 8lso had tronslation of ‘irncle
at *idnisht" toldly 310 at our (amily “torylend Chyistmas prosram for our friends
and neiphbors, seviral ya8rs 6.70. Wa are all strencthened and ELFSSED becanuge

of +he special spirit feorre brings to our homes "

Examples Mgy SQwIndonesia, ¥he Indonesians are of many diffarent trpas, the poor,
dirty onas, ths vary rich onos, the 1ittle children, the tTyrang'ote, I'm sitting
tn s 1ittle eatins stall risht now just watehing all the gmilaes o h:. Even tho
they arn in darknnsa conearnins many thinss, yebt thor are in light concerning
othars. They ara halpful one to anolhar. *hoy laurh e% cleen humor and make gri-
maco ab olf-colorsd tallk...Love, S.. J00ra.

Octobar 1772~ Feho fslar (Teorsn "istriet .~ Group Lasdor st Logor, Indonesie)
A es— e e
Mk a joylul nniso..sid $8rve vho Lord =ith sladnos,.." tolls us & sseret that
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o Garsselves somewhat, no mesd in publishing it to anysody...”

I'd like icfeecp it

pPa2
fow of ws spprocinte, fhat 1s, that tho Lord vants us Yol happy. Man is that he micht
have joy..." Thot is Go’'s ontire plen for us,

""he Lord "ents us %o b hapry on this world. Oftan we, in looking for hapsiness, are
foolad by thinking hap innss is a now car or happlnsas is o clireus, Tut to Uod hapuinass
is not s emokle; God intznded for us a dooper happinass., DPossn't 1t mako you happy to
sao snd enjoy this Lesutlful world, to oxporienco ihs warm radience from the lovo of
friends and fsmily, Yo atudy end grow in spiritueddapd physicel knowledisa--these and
many othar thinzs ere fivan by God to us so we could exparlence happiness on this earth,

"Pho Lord wants us to bo happy in an elaornal sense also, o clves us commondments to
help us ottain elernel ha-pincss, thet is etornal 1ife in the Celestial Kincdom, Often
reople don't undorstand the purpose of commsndments and consider them trials rather
than blessin=s, burdens rather then chences to grow, “e should toach people to happlly
ray thelr tithing, happily obay tho word of wisdom and heppily obey tho cothar command-
monts, 'to serva the Lo-d’ with ~Indness' boemuso in ‘he end it is all for thelr own
happiness.,

The Lord wants us to b2 happy. Sworything ho sives us is ultimately for our own pars
sonal happineas..s.” {(by Soorze) "

Exempls: Uovembor 3, 197 - {Toxes) Iliere 1 am missing school, spondinz hundreds of
dollars for intorviows which do not even suarantoe ncceptanco..”ut ag it is, since I

am this far along in apglying I'm goins to try wy best to finish it oute If I don't ot
‘n, T will heve =astnd a lot of monay snd timo (and rride) but even that won't bo the
and of the worlde Loe to ell. 4sk el if he con guess whet these are:XX Unole Fork.”

b ]
' - g, “oxican with sombrero
/ ridinzs a bicycle
i
O_a
. I f' b. & Panda haar climbing
' G L on tho other side of

thae traac,

co T don't koow!
wxamnle - ay 3, 1081 1""s wers callad in to thy offieca of tho “teke President and
Seor e wes callnd to 32 tho tranch Precident of the Lackland Sranch, (Toxas)-
Aftar beine sustained in the Sscrament fervice, Fho o tegoins Dranch President, in-
ooming flrst counselor and Jeorss wars asked %o bherr thelr testimonies. "hs others'
testimonios and comments - ors {ine--but Ysor(e's wers wonderful (humorous, stralght-
forward, or=anized and sinceroe) Ha spoke of threo things most important to himg l.family
2, sospel (bellevod in inspired loedors and hope thoy wers 'inspi-ed! for this call)
3. nation - 7ood thots to sorvicemen sbout sor-ing Lord and couniry.e.io ware nll very
~roud and know hatll do a groat jobe' ., et - follin

FExsmplot Explorer President, Toochars' Quorwn Prosident, Sec. rigat's Juorum-Bagls
Ycout, Poys Siats--idoal for othars - love of scriptures ~anspankeable HLFEGTYV w
lestimonr -- Croaftin: s course in Tndonssia and instruotins at LTH --football--John

Eroch--Tom Tocumsoh--as Josavh 3mith on {loat in -arade--telenbs--talonts--tslonts~--
Yhat & L7BCIIGY

CIASSINGS -iven to vieorvs Ly his carthly fathor, -Septembor 11, 1970-lcor;je leaving
for collaze:

".wyoi ars mach 1iko Yephi. 1% is naturel for you Lo want to do the things that the

Lord wants you Lo “fo. I HLITS you....nd yoir bacomo b btor acquainted with rim that you

will '~ improssad with isc faith, his lojy-lty, his umvavering dosira to do tho thin:s

the Tord wantod him 1o do. ¥o was alro loyal and faithful and =rateful to hie parents.
“n set on examnln then ond has hoon an oxamrla {o many olhars slnoa. BSven Prophots

2 < ';;
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have aald fyaphi was tholr axamprlo, You too ara an axampla Lorany,

Sludy the verlous commnodments and revelations the Lord has :zlvon for the oare of
the Lody, or the strength nnd cepacity and endurance of your body and mind, for the
spiritual growth and ZLESSIHG A yoursslf and oShars. The Lord hes revaalad many prooiout
truths theso lest days. You will undoretand with inspiration snd revelation the things
that arae not rood for man end you will be prate‘nl for the U0th 8oction which civaos the
ford of “isdom..Inquiry of the Lord when you feol you nood to be occunselsd,

"I PLFSS you to havn en ewarongss of the lova wo have for you--our thots of you are
thots of lovo and thots of confidonce that you will find joy in bolng abls to dq many
thinge that noed to bo done snd bo sivon the ability and tho strength to ba prepared
for the tima when it wlll ba especially up to vou,..

I seal this DLTSTIN upon your head wilh love snd with sssurance that they are beauti-
fally rocoived 1n the suirit in which thay are ivan.



A few days ago as I hurriedly glanced through several years of my journals searching for
something I did not find - I ran across g message from my mother which said:

“Jennie - I.am thinking about the series of lessons you were working
on in the ‘50's - ‘Home Living in the Light of the Gospel’ - T think
you called them. How I hope you complete some of them enough to
make them available before you become too old to do so as you

desire . . " - Mother dies July 26, 1960.




WHAT A MOTHER

(written for my mother when I was in my teens)

She watches the sunbeams play ‘round your face
Altempting to open your eyes,

On your forehead she then gently places a kiss,
"My dear, ‘tis time to arise!”

You hurnedly dress and powder and primp,
Appearances, to you, count most.

You snatch for a crust - when before you is placed
An egg-a-la-mode on hot toast!

At noon you can’t eat - must finish your dress,
But hunger returns when she states,

"I did it this moming - here is your lunch” -
And you feast from the choicest of plates” -

At evening she walks with you up to school,
Encouraging you on the way;

Then comes your part - my you’re glad that she’s there!
It’s over! You’'ve won! Hip, Hip, Hooray!

And then you return to your own bedroom
Exultant with triumph and glee;
There on the dresser - a bouquet of flowers!



TRANSITION

(thank you to David when he chose the right)

Tonight I lost my hitle boy,

My little lad so dear,

So full of adventure and mischief and fun,
So free from care and fear.

Tonight Temptation met my lad,

The fray was quick-tempered and hot,

But Temptation slinked from the battlefield
When my boy firmly said: “I will not!”

Tonight my very heart held its breath,
As only a mother’s heart can —
Tonight I lost my little boy -

But I found instead — A MAN!




MAYBE 'TWAS GEZORGIE WOULDN'T SLEEP AGAIN
AND KEPT ME UP HALF OF ~HR NIGHT;

MAYB=Z 'TWAS THZ KIDS “EFT THEIR BEDS UNMADE
AND THEIR ROOMS A DISHEARTINING SIGHT,

MAYBE *TWAS CAUSE LENIZ BROKE HIS GLASSES AGATIN
AND GLOEY “RQTE »ITE CRAYON 0N THE WALL;

MAYES 'TWAS THE HIRED HELP DIDN'T COME

AND T JUST COULDN'T DO IT ALL - - -

AT ANY RATE.NHON THTY CAME HOME AT YOON TO AT LUNCH
"ND STARTED TQ "™EAST AND TO FRET,

I JUST SIVPLY SCOLD=ED '7IL I FINALLY ELZW upb,
DISCOURAGED, NEARY, UPSET -

THE BOYS SLIPPED ouT QUIETLY AND WENT BACK TO SCHOOQL
BUT BETH SAW TIZ MATL ON THY PORCH

AND HESTITANT, BUT HOPEFUL, SHE 3AVE IT TO ME

AND I OPENED A LETTSR FROM YOU,

IT SAID: "DRLREST MOTHER, I'VE CEERYN THINKIKG TOnAY
VHAT A WONDERFUT, PERSON YQu ARE;

I'D LIKE T2 =APTRRY MY LIFE AFTSR YOURS

FOR YOU AER vy 3UIDIN: STARL"




FULFILLMENT

(To my daughter)

The bouquet was placed by my hospital bed,
Breaking a white stillness;

Each dainty, pink bud

Knowing perfection;

And 1,

Knowing delight

In the sheer loveliness offered -
Until I gently lified the cover
Where my newborn daughter lay,
And I thought:

“Yes, roses, you are lovely,

But is she not lovelier?”

You laughed aloud,
Cut a tooth,
Crawled,

Took a step,

Began to talk.

The evening knew peace where we walked,
L, slowly, matching tiny steps.
Sunset flooded the western sky
With a soft glory,

Color tones and blended hues
Viewing for perfection,

And I knowing ecstasy

In the sight -

Until, looking down, I saw you:
Eyes blue as evening sky,

Hair pure gold as sun’s parting rays,
Lips rosy as day’s last colors,

And I thought:

Yes, sunset, you are lovely,

But is she not lovelier?”
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You dressed your dolls,
Jumped the rope,
Danced,

Started school,

And grew.

The night was full of wonder

Where I waited your return.

A symphony renowned

Filled the room with magic, —

And1,

Catching breath,

Knew music’s charm unexcelled,

Until you entered, -

Music spilling forth in your laughter,

Rhythm, unbidden, lightly tapping from your feet,
Harmony expressed in your every graceful move,
And I thought: :

“Yes, symphony, you are lovely,

But is she not lovelier?”

You went to college,
Studied hard,

Dated,

Saw his smile,

And fell in love.

The Temple rites fulfilled, and more,

All heart’s desire,

The wedding an expression of exquisite artistry:
Flowers in sweet bouquets,

Sunset hues attiring maidens,

Symphony in gentle music, —

And I, seeing you arrayed in bridal gown,
Knew joy and tears, and more:

Knew that the loveliness about me

But guessed at deeper beauty

Of what is really you:

Dreams, thoughts, words, and deeds,
And [ thought:

“Yes, wedding, you are lovely,

But is she not lovelier?”
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You began a home,
Cooked and sewed,
Loved, '
Laughed and prayed,
And sensed a promise —

From My garden I gathered today
A basket of lovely rosebuds;
And 1 wondered if, when ----

The bouquet is placed by your hospital bed,
Breaking a white stillness,

Each dainty pink bud

Knowing perfection,

And you,

Knowing delight

In the sheer loveliness offered,
Will gently lift the cover

Where your newborn daughter Les,
And think:

“Yes, roses, you are lovely,

But is she not lovelier?”
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-POETRY

{Written December 14, 1951)

I would be a poet!

For within urge and yearning abide,
Persisting, pervading, possessing,
And will not be denied.

1 would be a poet!

Would take these thoughts unfettered
And with words, controlling close,
Make them aptly clothed and lettered.

1 would be a poet!

So the morrow I carefully plan
To wake and claim my hour
‘Ere demanding duty can . . .

Through the night the ideas crowd
My restless, weary mind,

Pacified only with promise,

That expression soon they’ll find.

Then with dawn I quickly dress,
Take pencil and pad, prepared so
To catch illusive, vagrant thoughts,
My poem in embryo!

But first [ stop and ponder:

Now before I began to create,

Is it not wise to consider

Of what stuff shail my poem be, innate?

What style? What theme? What pattern?
For what purpose shall it exist?

To convey its basic message

What artifices call to assist?



1 shall style it with loveliness,

For a pattern take life, our best gift,
Choose a theme to enable and challenge,
And a purpose to waken and lift.

{ shall conceal a message for heart food,
In light manner ground it in truth,
Intertwine it with wisdom and love,
Humbly touch it with Heaven and God.

And when it is all completed
Those who might see it shall say,
“This poem is a masterpiece
That you have created today!”

But e’en while desire is warm,
And I soar in creative delight,
Comes a call from a tiny bed,

My babe bidding farewell to night!

I slip pad and pencil away,

The poem will just have to wait,
For my wee daughter’s hungry cry
Says her breakfast is already late.

The others soon tumble down,
Tousled and noisy and sweet,

In the hustle and bustle which follow,
There is no time for even regret.

“Mom, what’s my waork for today?”
“Mom, I helped Lewie not fall!”
“Mom, hear me play this again.”
“Mom, ¢'mere, this won’t work at ati!”

And so it goes all the day,

A family in action real,

In the caravan of life,

I’m the hub of a fast-turning wheel!

But there are moments to hold and treasure,
A confidence precious and rare,

Or the music that Johnny played

Before our family prayer.
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So hours slip away unprotested,

And once more they’re all fast asleep.
I cover and kiss each good mght,
Too weary even 1o weep.

So I would be a poet!

Ruefully I creep towards my bed;
Tust dues should exhaustion demand,
But sleep from my eyes has fled.

From depths within comes a query?
“Is it wisdom dictating when |
Choose duty my life to control,
While frail talents struggle or die?”

To the question comes answer in full,
Like a soothing, healing balm;
Slowly, in stillness, but sure,
Bringing back peace and calm.

My mind and heart seem illumined
That my very soul might see,

A poet? 1 ask myself,

Just what is to me, poetry?

“I shall style it with loveliness”
Was the first think that { said.
Look at that golden-haired darling
Now fast asleep n her bed.

“A pattern of life” I wanted?

I've eleven life-living dears!

“A theme to enable and challenge!™
I'm molding their lives thru the years.

“A garnish of grace and beauty?”

My dancing six-year-old’s face,

“Add conflict to heighten its glow!”

Even bickering and scuffs have their place!

A message concealed for heart food™?
The gospel they're learning to know,
“In light manner ground it in truth™?
As they hive it, they’ll love it so.
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“Intertwine it with wisdom and love™?
My teaching today fits in here.

“Humbly touch it with Heaven and God™

That Bethlehem tale, to them, so dear.

Then I hold my breath in awe,
Overwhelmed with reality!

In this simple, daily living,
Am | building poetry?

I would be a poet!

Still on my knees I pray:
“Father, in this poem of ours
Guide me so well each day

That it will unfoid in glory
According to thy plan and time:
That someone thru it might see
Our masterpiece sublime.”

Enraptured 1 crawl into bed,

My sleepy eyes close as 1 say,

“A magnificent thought for a poem!
1 must write it down, some day!”
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CONVERSATION

(When Gloria Jean was one and a half)

My Psychology teacher once told me,
When we studied about tiny tots,

That until they had words to think them,
Babies could not think thoughts.

1 wonder if he had a little girl

Just turning a year and a half.

If 50, he could never have meant it,

The very thought quite makes me laugh.

I have an eighteen-month daughter
Who has no real words to say,

And yet how we visit together,

She tells me her thoughts all the day.

When she opened her eyes this momning
And her smile filled the room with heaven,
She said (without words) “Oh, I'm happy!
Will breakfast be ready by seven?”

1 answered, “You darling, you sweetness!
We’ll wash you and slip on a dress.”

She listened to words which I spoke

And thanked me with one wee caress.

It was nearly a half-hour later,

Her breakfast had been quite delayed,
When I heard her call with impatience,
“I’'m so hungry!” - but not a word said.

So I fixed her up in her high chair
With orange juice, toast, and the rest —
She ate with delight what she wanted,
And refused with disdain all the rest.

She said, “Give me more of that egg,
But take this, it just makes me chokel”
1 did just as she had requested,

Yet not a word had she spoke.
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Then she joined the other children
As they played outside on the walk,
She assured me it really was fun,
With wordless, contented talk.

Then little brother took from her

A very favorite toy.

Oh my what a scolding she gave him -
She no longer chattered with joy.

After while they came into the kitchen,
And I heard a terrible crash.

She screamed that she needed her mama
And believe you me I made a dash.

My appearance dispelled her alark.
She quickly took hold of my hand,
“Just see what has happened” she pointed
Knowing well I would understand.

1 assured her it didn’t matter

Just so she’d been out of the way.
As she helped me clean up the ruins
She didn’t have too much to say.

Then she asked for a drink of water,
Urged me to get it right now!

She really forgot to thank me,

But don’t think she didn’t know how!

After her lunch she informed me
She wanted to go back to bed,

I tidied her up for her nap

‘Cause I understood what she said.

With her dolly snuggled she stept

And as 1 watched where she lay

My mind was o’erflooded with thoughts,
But I had no words at all to say.

That Psychology teacher who told me
When we studied about tiny tots,

That until they had words to think them,
Babies could not think thoughts —
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He just ought to forget his learning
And open his eyes and see,

I know very well he is wrong,

‘Cause my baby talks thoughts to me.”

el e
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February, 1983

Dear Family,

As I was going through one of our boxes recently, I came
scross a Happiness Is poen T had written some time ago. I liked
+he idea and decided ve add a few verseso

Happiness is Dad )
watching my little ones while I mailed my letter to Dr. Barlow
gending quiz letters to Jeremy
personal lefters of love and encouragement
truly exemplifying that firgt and great commandment
(as well as most effective way of doing things)
Love one another.

Happiness is Mom

being sensitive to my need for some free time and rest

spending quality time with Heather and Geff as only a
Grandma can

always helping at the birth of a new baby

knowing each grandchild well {and considering the number,
that’s no small task)

an earthly mother by whose 1ife we can come To Know
4o some degree

what our Heavenly Mother must surely be.

Happiness is Mary
asking if it’s all right if she and the kxids put together
our Sunday dinner
cheerfully cleaning the basement

talking about writing, scriptures and women's conferences,

Happiness 1s Julia
helping to ease our transition from Virginia to Utah
wnhile in Provo
lending us a stroller, a Monopoly game, and understanding
sharing hospitality and. good food at open houses and parties.,

Happiness is John :
seeing him in the grocery store with his little ones
and again at home pabysitting while Jean attended

Relief Society homemaking meeting
a man with a great calling
yes, indeed--a father.

Happiness is David
showing us through his new office building
being impressed with the concept of a higher level of wellnes
thinking of another David who asked long ago “Is there not
% ocause?" (I Samuel 17:29) a
and answering for my brother, David,
'Yes, indeed, for there are many who suffer and there 1is
much to be done. "
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Happiness is Dick
helping move our cedar chest from the office inte our car
arranging for us to get our piano
how much joy it has brought already,

Happiness is Dee
driving us all over Bountiful and +then some
determined to find just the right house for us
and finally succeeding through diligent persistence,

Happiness is Joe
though far away, memories of kindness, brother?love
and compasslon linger
a noble soul, well named,

Happiness is Beth
weeding our. flower garden because it needed 4o be done
helping the boys collect magnolia seeds to save for the spring
sharing with us her beautiful music,

Happiness is Lewis
always real--a great friendl
going to Church with him and his family in Idaho Falls
feeling very glad he'’s my brother.

Happiness is George
Dr. Grober%
my “littlebrother with much to look up to
memories of teen talks, tiddly winks and football games.

Happiness is being part of a family of such unique brothers
and sisters.

Love,

Love is Like 2 Rose
Love is like a rose Fach little petal ndds to the beauty
Its mtals begin to unfold slowly And fragrance
But they are always turning into something And warmth .

More besutiful And heart-falt emotion

More refined ind as delicate as it is

More majestic It is given thoms

To protect it from inssnsitive hands
Who might try to damage it
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M. and rs. Delbent Q. Qw[mg
827 Linden Dhrive
Jdaho Falls, Idaho 81401

- FEBRUARY 1L, 1986
TO DELBERT VALENTINSE GRORERG
on the eightieth enniversary of his birth

and to his posterity

% % % &

Eighty yesrs since you bid "goodbye" to your H-avenly Parents
and smiled "hello"” to your earthly omnes -- all four soon t0
gathar - «~ - Joyfully

Sharing you,

Watching you,

Trusting you,

Loving you......and
Rejolcing in you -

herever and whenever you ware - femilies - more femilies; -
friends -~ more Irisnds - blessed because of you - happier he-
cause of you - - ~ joyfully

Sharing you,

Watching you,

Trusting you,

Loving yoUa...s.and
Rejoleing in you -

Adem in his Garden of Zden, &slone, -without Hve - .wes unable
to go forward and accomplish his grestest mission so the Lord
gave Eve to Adem -~

Delbert in his Garden of Successes, alone, - without his Eve,
wes unable to go forward and accomplish his grsetest mission,

so the Lord gave Jemnie to Delbert - the two to becoms one - one
in the Lord enéd one through the Lord - ons forever - -

Togethar through our earth-time years the ayes of our undar-
stending have opened wider and wider so now we bagin to ses in
grataful reality what we wers to first ses with ths purs syes
of faith - and how we rejolce - togeother -

Togather to sae -

Looking backwerds-

blessings too pumerous to count - too great to comprshend -
rranaratinn hl axcsinrs far avan cracter hlasgsinee o
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Future -

Llessings of & precious, privilaged, promising posterity -
g posterity who also lmow and love and SOTVE the Lord -
a posterity who also cherish the blessings and responsi-
pilitiss of the 1ight and truths and joys of ths Re-

stored Gospel -

a preocious posterity - of immeesurabls oternal velus aud

more - & posterity of meny snd many more yst to come -

s privileged posterily - to gladly give their all and more
to building His Eingdom on sarth, first in their own '

nearts snd homes -

a promising posterity - of the covenant - and of gfaat
callings - with zrowth and greater callings --

a posterity to lknow you, thersfors to be - joyfully

Sharing you,

watching you,

Trusting you,

Loving you,.....&nd
Rejoicing in you -

_Together to se3.

Looking forward - -beyond earth-time years = & future -

packoning with essuring, heappy welcome -

A future so premising, S© natursl, so right, so waelcome,
so fulfilling, sO joyful, so glorious - - oune to share
with those we love most - gone before end yet to come -
to share - in eternity - when time is no longer - when weo,

with Hsavenly Parents will be joyfully

Shering you,
Watching you,
Trusting you,
Loving youesseeand
Rejoicing in you - our posterity -

% ¥ ¥ ¥

With greatsst love and gratitude to my eternal companion, fathsr of
our children, grandfather and great-grandfather of their children and

their children's children - on and on =«

Jsnnie






